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REMARKS 

Claims 1-12 are pending in the application. Claims 1-12 are rejected. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 USC §102(b) as being anticipated by Maeda et al. 

(US Patent No. 5,341,441). 

to U,e offlce »:«on. boU. in conm,ea« dteced ,o ^ cmren. r^«=«ou ^ U» 
.^„arg,.mco.s,i.iss.a.edma.Wonnin80«*..imag«colorspaoeprocesstagin 

co„btoatian»>a.*e decoding asasin6lep.ooess(Plea.eno«Figu:-l-9.rf^.»«/P- 
j;. is. a. receiving. U.e decoding and tl.e color conversion are .11 suVprocesses of a 

larger process). 

However, in Applicant's invention as claimed in amended claims 1 and 11. the color 
space processing and the decoding are notsub-pn,cessesofalarger process, but are done in 

the same process. Further, there is onlyone deciding element in the AppUcant'sinventiona^ 
claimed. This has been more clearly pointed out in claims 1 and 11. With regard to claim 
12, there is no decoder in Maeda that decodes a value where the output value reflects to^H the 
color space processing effects on the value and the decoding of the input value. 

It is therefore submitted that claims 1 . 1 1 and 12 are patentably distinguishable over 
the prior art and aUowance of these claims is requested. 

Claims 2-10 depend from claim I and should be ruled allowable for that reason and 
for their own merits. With regard to claims 2 and 9, there is no mention of the tem. 'half- 
toning' in the specification, much less any connection between the two bits of data being us^ 

because there ax.4quantizationvectors(andthereforerequiretwobits of datato^^^^ 
the vector numbers 0. 1. 2 and 3) and half-tone color image space processing. See Maeda, 
column 19, line 40, through column 20. Une 12. 

With regard to claim 3. the existence of a separate color converter indicates that there 
is no combmed processing of decoding and color space transfonnation m Maeda. 
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e„,„rspacc»nsfcnn.donto.«.exe«ons»..ppUedu.cI«ms2and3. 

■ a^oneprooess „uch. color space prac^sing is in RGB. CMYK or 
processing as one process, muvn 

chrominance-lmninance color spaces. 

Wimr.^»c>ai»S.Ma.aaaoesno..=.ch.ha.«>e.ar.«-odiff<^,code,>oo,. 

much less .hal to first oodebook is not a power of 2. 

With,osardtoclain.lO.Maedadocsno.tcaclp=.fonningdccodi.gand color space 

pr„eessi„ginonep.ocess.™c..ess.«tt.ec„,orspaceproce,sin,isopera.nsonvecor 

ouantizationdoneiiommultiplccolorcomponents. 

Klsthereroros— tl^clain.s2-10arepa.en,ablydis«nguis.*leover.hepnor 

art and allowance of these claims is requested. 

NO new matter has been added by this amendment. AUowance of all claims u 
requests. TheE>«mineris.nc,ura.«..ote,ephonetheundersi.«.a.(S03)222-36»ifi. 

appears that an interview would be h.lpfi.1 in advancing the case. 
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